
City of Falcon Heights 
Planning Commission 

City Hall 
2077 Larpenteur Avenue West 

WORKSHOP AGENDA 

Tuesday, May 25, 2025 
7:00 p.m. 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m.

B. ROLL CALL: Mike Tracy ____ Laura Paynter ____ 
Jacob Brooks ____ Rick Seifert ____ 
Jim Mogen ____ Jeremy Hallowanger ____ 
 Jake Anderson ____ 

Staff Liaison – Hannah Lynch ____ 
Council Liaison – Eric Meyer ____ 
GreenCorps Member – Olivia Siebert ____ 

C. NEW BUSINESS
1. City Code Updates
2. Climate Action Plan Strategy – DarkSky – Olivia Siebert, GreenCorps Member

D. INFORMATION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Staff Liaison Report
2. Council Liaison Report

E. ADJOURN

Next regular meeting date: June 24, 2025 



                                                                                                         
  
  ITEM FOR DISCUSSION 

City of Falcon Heights, Minnesota 
__________________________ 

          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Item City Code Updates 

Description 
 

The City Code frequently needs updates as issues are raised and code is 
enforced by Staff. This is a discussion about topics that could be addressed in 
code and how the Planning Commission wishes to move forward. 
 
Topics Include:  

• Impervious Surfaces 
• Public Hearings for Variances 
• Trailer/Boat Storage 
• Setback Clarifications 
• Composting in R-5 
• Utility Building Clarification 
• PUD Expirations 
• Language Around Garages 

 
Budget Impact None. 

Attachment(s) • Zoning Chapter of City Code with Notes / Changes 

Action(s) 
Requested 

Staff requests the Planning Commission discuss these potential updates to City 
Code and advise Staff on how to move forward.  

 

Meeting Date May 27, 2025 
Agenda Item C-1 

Attachment See below. 
Submitted By Hannah Lynch, Community 

Development Coordinator  



Chapter 113 - ZONING1 

Article/Division/Section: 
ARTICLE I IN GENERAL 
113-1 Purpose and intent 
113-2 Chapter cumulative 
113-3 Definitions 
113-4 Application and interpretation 
113-5 Nonconforming uses, buildings and structures 
113-6 Lot provisions 
113-7 – 113-30 Reserved 
ARTICLE II ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
DIVISION 1 GENERALLY 
113-31 Enforcement; violations; penalties 
113-32 Zoning administrator 
113-33 Conformity of building plan to regulations 
113-34 Payment of city expenses 
113-35 Amendments 
113-36 Fees and costs 
113-37 – 113-60 Reserved 
DIVISION 2 APPEALS AND VARIANCES 
113-61 Board of adjustments and appeals 
113-62 Variances 
113-63 – 113-82 Reserved 
DIVISION 3 CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS 
113-83 Purpose and public policy 
113-84 Application; information required 
113-85 Hearing; development standards 
113-86 Action 
113-87 Violations; termination 
113-88 Performance bond 
113-89 – 113-119 Reserved 
DIVISION 4 INTERIM USE PERMITS 
113-120 Purpose and intent 
113-121 Procedure 
113-122 General standards; termination 
113-123 – 113-142 Reserved 
ARTICLE III ZONING DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED; ZONING MAP 
113-143 Districts 
113-144 Zoning district map 
113-145 Annexed territory 



113-146 – 113-173 Reserved 
ARTICLE IV DISTRICT REGULATIONS 
113-174 One-family R-1 residential district 
113-175 One- and two-family R-2 residential district 
113-176 R-3 medium density multiple-family residential district – apartment 

buildings 
113-177 B-1 neighborhood convenience district 
113-178 B-2 limited business district 
113-179 B-3 Snelling and Larpenteur community business district 
113-180 Public land (P-1) 
113-181 R-4 high density multiple-family residential district – apartment buildings 
113-182 R-5M mixed use high density residential district 
113-183 – 113-198 Reserved 
ARTICLE V PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) 
113-199 Purpose 
113-200 Required use 
113-201 General requirements and standards 
113-202 Permitted uses and standards 
113-203 Procedure for processing a planned unit development 
113-204 Coordination with subdivision approval 
113-205 Development contract 
113-206 Rezoning 
113-207 Control of planned unit development following completion 
113-208 Amendment of plan 
113-209 Urban farm planned unit development district 
113-210 South 215.125 feet of lot 1, block 1, Lindig Addition planned unit 

development 
113-211 Amber Union planned unit development 
113-212 Amber Flats planned unit development 
113-213 – 113-239 Reserved 
ARTICLE VI SUPPLEMENTAL DISTRICT REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 1 GENERALLY 
113-240 Accessory buildings and structures 
113-241 Required yards and open spaces 
113-242 Fences 
113-243 Height limitations 
113-244 Telecommunication towers and antennas 
113-245 Essential services 
113-246 Land reclamation 
113-247 Mining 



113-248 Firewood storage 
113-249 Manufactured homes 
113-250 Private automobile repair and reconditioning 
113-251 Vehicle sales 
113-252 Drive-through facilities 
113-253 Mobile storage structures 
113-254 Solar energy systems  
113-255 Cannabis or hemp retail establishments 

113-256 – 113-280 Reserved 
DIVISION 2 OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING 
Subdivision I In General 
113-281 – 113-308 Reserved 
Subdivision II Off-Street Parking 
113-309 Scope and purpose 
113-310 Residential districts 
113-311 Surfacing and drainage 
113-312 Location 
113-313 Reserved 
113-314 Miscellaneous provisions 
113-315 Design and maintenance of off-street parking areas 
113-316 – 113-333 Reserved 
Subdivision III Off-Street Loading 
113-334 Location 
113-335 Size 
113-336 Street access 
113-337 Accessory use 
113-338 Alterations 
113-339 Schools 
113-340 Repair and service 
113-341 Utilization 
113-342 Central loading 
113-343 Minimum facilities 
113-344 Business districts 
113-345 Other zoning districts 
113-346 Temporary use permit 
113-347 Use by taxi, bus 
113-348 – 113-367 Reserved 
DIVISION 3 DESIGN AND PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 
113-368 Minimum standards 
113-369 The principal building 
113-370 Exterior storage 



113-371 Environmental pollution 
113-372 Screening 
113-373 Landscaping 
113-374 Reasonable maintenance and repairs required 
113-375 Lighting, lighting fixtures and glare 
113-376 Traffic control 
113-377 Storage of hazardous materials and explosives 
113-378 – 113-379 Reserved 
113-380  Dwelling units in commercial districts 
113-381 Coin-operated machines 
113-382 Swimming pools 
113-383 Service stations 
113-384 Drainage 
113-385 Access drives; construction standards 
113-386 Tennis courts 
113-387 Vegetation cutting 
113-388 Building permits and visual standards 
113-389 Quasi-public structures 
113-390 Relocation of structures 
113-391 Home occupations 
113-392 Prohibited dwelling units 
113-393 Solar systems 
113-394 – 113-399 Reserved 
DIVISION 4 SPECIAL EVENTS 
113-400 Purpose and intent 
113-401 Permit required 
113-402 Permit standards 
113-403 Application procedures 
113-404 Fees 
113-405 Granting a permit 
113-406 Denial of permit 
113-407 Transferability 
113-408 Enforcement and penalties 
113-409 Revocation of permit 
113-410 – 113-414 Reserved 
ARTICLE VII SIGNS 
DIVISION 1 GENERALLY 
113-415 Noncommercial speech 
113-416 Permits 



 
113-417 Periodic inspection 
113-418 Height abovegrade level 
113-419 General setback requirements 
113-420 Painting requirement 
113-421 Required marking on sign 
113-422 Removal of obsolete and nonconforming signs 
113-423 Unsafe and unlawful signs 
113-424 Obstruction of fire escapes 
113-425 Conformity with zoning and building codes 
113-426 Nonconforming signs – Compliance 
113-427 – 113-448 Reserved 
DIVISION 2 RESTRICTIONS BY ZONING DISTRICTS 
113-449 Signs permitted in residential districts 
113-450 Business districts 
113-451 – 113-468 Reserved 
DIVISION 3 RESTRICTIONS ON SPECIFIC TYPES OF SIGNS 
113-469 Signs as traffic hazards 
113-470 Certain signs prohibited 
113-471 Illuminated sign restrictions 
113-472 Signs in public right-of-way 
113-473 Flashing signs 
113-474 Temporary and election signs 
113-475 Service station signs 
113-476 Real estate signs 
113-477 Private traffic signs 
113-478 Vacant lots 
113-479 Rooftop displays and aerial searchlights 
113-480 Signs on windows and doors 
113-481 Ground signs 
113-482 Moving or revolving signs (motion signs) 
113-483 Wall signs 
113-484 Signs painted on walls 
113-485 Projecting signs 
113-486 Electric signs 
113-487 Construction signs 
113-488 Roof signs 
113-489 Advertising signs 
113-490 Multifaced signs 
113-491 Large signs 
113-492 Dynamic display signs 
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113-493 – 113-499 Reserved 
ARTICLE VIII FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS 
113-500 Statutory authorization and purpose 
113-501 Warning and disclaimer of liability 
113-502 Permit requirements 
113-503 Permit application 
113-504 Duties of the zoning administrator 
113-505 Review of permit application 
113-506 Subdivisions 
113-507 Water supply system 
113-508 Sanitary sewage and water disposal systems 
113-509 Annexations and extraterritorial jurisdiction 
113-510 Greater restriction 

 

 
ARTICLE I - IN GENERAL 

Sec. 113-1 - Purpose and intent 

The purpose and intent of this chapter is to: 

(1)  Protect and promote the health, safety, comfort, convenience and general welfare of 
the people who are citizens of, reside in, transact business in or own property in the 
city; 

(2)  Divide the city into zones and districts to restrict and regulate therein the location, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration and improvements of land and structures 
thereon; 

(3)  Promote the orderly development of the residential, business, industrial, recreational, 
and public uses; 

(4) Provide adequate light, air, and convenience of access to property; 

(5) Limit congestion in the public rights-of-way; 

(6)  Prevent overcrowding of land and undue concentration of structures by regulating the 
use of land and buildings and the bulk of buildings in relation to the land and buildings 
surrounding them; 

(7)  Provide for the compatibility of different land uses and the most appropriate use of 
land throughout the city; 

(8)  Stage development and redevelopment to coincide with the availability of necessary 
public services; 

(9)  Protect the character and maintain the stability of residential, business, and 
commercial and industrial areas within the city, and prohibit uses, buildings, or 
structures which are incompatible with the character of development in such 
areas; 

(10) Provide adequate privacy; 



(11)  Provide protection against fire, explosions, obnoxious fumes, and other hazards in 
the interest of public health, safety and comfort; 

(12) Prevent environmental pollution; 

(13) Prevent the destruction or improvident exploitation of community resources; 

(14) Preserve the value of land and buildings throughout the city; 

(15)  Provide for the gradual elimination of those uses of land, buildings, structures, and 
improvements, and of those buildings, structures and improvements, which do not 
conform to the standards for the areas in which they are located and which may 
adversely affect the development and the value of property in such areas; 

(16)  Provide for the regulation and control of such nonconforming buildings, structures, or 
improvements and uses of land as is necessary or appropriate for the rehabilitation of 
the areas blighted thereby; 

(17)  Provide for the enforcement of this chapter, to define and limit the powers and duties 
of the administrative officers and agencies responsible therefor, and to provide 
penalties for the violation of the provisions herein contained; 

(18) Provide for the wise use and conservation of energy resources; and 

(19) Assist in the implementation of the comprehensive city plan. 

(Code 1993, § 9-1.01) 

State Law reference – General purposes of zoning, Minn. Stats. § 462.357, subd. 1. 
 

Sec. 113-2 - Chapter cumulative 

(a)  No consent or permit implied. Nothing contained in this chapter shall be deemed to be a 
consent, license or permit to use any property or to locate, construct or maintain any 
building, structure, facility, improvement or to carry on any trade, industry, occupation or 
activity. 

(b)  Provisions cumulative. Except as herein provided, the provisions of this chapter are 
cumulative, both with respect to the provisions herein contained and with respect to other 
laws and ordinances, not in effect or hereafter ordained or enacted, governing the same 
subject matters as this chapter. It is noted, however, that the land use districts are mutually 
exclusive in that uses permitted include only those listed and are not cumulative from 
district to district. Land uses not listed as permitted are prohibited. 

 
(Code 1993, § 9-1.02(1)) 

 
Sec. 113-3 - Definitions 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Accessory building. See Building, accessory. means a subordinate building which is located 
on the same lot as the main building and the purpose of which is clearly incidental to that of the 
principal building. 



Accessory dwelling unit means a second dwelling unit contained within a single-family 
dwelling or within a detached building located on the same lot as a single-family dwelling. This 
definition includes accessory dwelling units constructed in connection with a private garage, a 
private garage converted into an accessory dwelling unit, or a newly constructed detached building 
located on the same lot as a single-family dwelling.  

Accessory use means a use incidental or subordinate to the principal use of the same land. 

Administrator means the zoning administrator of the city. 

Adult uses, defined but not allowed in any district, and includes the following: 

(1)  Adult entertainment center means an enclosed building or a part of an enclosed 
building, no portion of which enclosed building is licensed to sell liquor, which contains 
one or more coin-operated mechanisms which when activated permit a customer to 
view a live person unclothed or in such attire, costume or clothing as to expose to view 
any portion of the female breast below the top of the areola, or any portion of the pubic 
hair, anus, cleft of the buttocks, vulva or genitals, or the charging of any admission or 
fee for the viewing of any such activity. 

(2)  Adults-only bookstore means an establishment having as a substantial or significant 
portion of its stock in trade, books, magazines, films for sale or viewing on premises by 
use of motion picture devices or other coin-operated means, and other periodicals which 
are distinguished or characterized by their principal emphasis on matters depicting, 
describing or relating to nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement or sadomasochistic 
abuse, as defined in this section, or an establishment with a segment or section devoted 
to the sale or display of such material, for sale to patrons therein. 

(3)  Adults-only motion picture theater means an enclosed building used regularly and 
routinely for presenting programs, material distinguished or characterized by an 
emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to nudity, sexual conduct, sexual 
excitement or sadomasochistic abuse, as defined in this section, for observation by 
patrons therein. 

(4)  Massage parlor means an establishment or place primarily in the business of 
providing massage services but not a therapeutic massage enterprise as defined in this 
section. 

(5)  Rap parlor means an establishment or place primarily in the business of providing 
nonprofessional conversation or similar services for adults. 

(6)  Sauna means an establishment or place primarily in the business of providing a steam 
bath and massage services. 

Affordable apartment building means that at least 50 percent of the units are reserved for 
persons whose income is no more that 60 percent of the median, an additional 20 percent of the 
units are reserved for persons whose income is no more that 110 percent of the median and at 
least ten percent of the units are reserved for persons whose income is no more that 150 percent 
of the median for the Twin Cities metropolitan area. 

Agricultural building means a structure on agricultural land as defined in "farm, rural" of 
this section designed, constructed, and used to house farm implements, livestock or agricultural 
produce or products used by the owner, lessee or sublessee of the building and members of their 
immediate families, their employees and persons engaged in the pickup or delivery of 
agricultural produce or products. 



Agriculture. See Farm, rural (agriculture) and Farm, suburban (agriculture). 

Alley means public right-of-way giving secondary access to abutting property. 

Amusement devices means any game of skill or chance requiring the payment of money to 
play or operate. 

Amusement establishment means any building, area, or place whose principal purpose is 
providing entertainment derived from the operation of amusement devices. 

Animal unit means a unit of measure used to compare differences in the production of 
animal wastes which has a standard as the amount of waste produced on a regular basis by a 
slaughter steer or heifer. 

Animals, domestic pets means dogs, cats, birds, and similar animals commonly kept in a 
residence. Animals considered wild, exotic or nondomestic, such as bears, lions, wolves, ocelots, 
and similar animals shall not be considered domestic pets. 

Animals, farm, means cattle, hogs, horses, bees, sheep, goats, chickens and other animals 
commonly kept for commercial food-producing purposes. 

Antenna means equipment used for transmitting or receiving telecommunication, television, 
or radio signals, or other electromagnetic waves, including but not limited to directional 
antennas, such as panels, microwave dishes, and satellite dishes and omni-directional antennas, 
such as whip antennas. 

Antenna, commercial means any pole, spire or structure, or any combination, to which an 
antenna is, or could be, attached, or which is designed for an antenna to be attached, and all 
supporting lines, cables, wires and braces erected for the commercial use of information. 

Antenna, satellite dish means a parabolic-shaped antenna (including all supporting 
apparatus) used for receiving television signals, which is located on the ground or exterior of, or 
outside of, any building or structure. 

Apartment means a room or suite of rooms with cooking facilities designed to be occupied 
as a residence by a single family. 

Apartment building. The term "apartment building" means a multifamily dwelling that may 
be owner occupied or rental, including condominiums and cooperatives. 

Apparel and accessory stores means retail stores primarily engaged in selling new clothing, 
shoes, hats, underwear, and related articles for personal wear and adornment. Uniform stores, 
furriers, and custom tailors carrying stocks of materials are included. 

Applicant means any individual, partnership, corporation, association, society or group 
seeking and/or receiving a special event permit from the city. 

Area, net developable means those lands within a development parcel remaining after the 
deletion of floodplains, wetlands, slopes greater than 12 percent, and unbuildable easements or 
rights-of-way. 

Attorney means the city attorney of Falcon Heights. 

Auto or motor vehicle reduction yard means a lot or yard where one or more unlicensed 
motor vehicles, or the remains thereof, are kept for the purpose of dismantling, wrecking, 
crushing, repairing, rebuilding of parts, sale as scrap, storage, or abandonment. (See also 
Junkyard.) 

Automobile repair establishments means establishments primarily engaged in general 
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automotive repair, including the installation, repair, or sale and installation of automotive 
exhaust systems and automotive transmissions. 

Automobile service station (gas station; service station) means a place where any motor 
fuel, lubricating oil or grease for operating motor vehicles is offered for sale to the public and 
deliveries are made directly into motor vehicles. This definition includes greasing, oiling or sale 
of automobile accessories on the premises. This definition also includes minor repairs and 
replacement of 1½ tons capacity. This definition includes a private site where sales and service 
are not offered to the general public but motor fuel is stored and deliveries are made directly to 
employee, company owned, or leased motor vehicles. Such private service stations shall comply 
with all standards as outlined in section 113-383. 

Barbershops means establishments primarily engaged in furnishing barber and men's hair 
styling services, including barber colleges. 

Basement means a portion of a building between the floor and ceiling, located partly above 
and partly below grade and having one-half or less of its floor-to-ceiling height below the 
average grade of the adjoining ground. Underground houses that meet all other requirements of 
the building code shall not be considered basements. 

Beauty shops means establishments primarily engaged in furnishing beauty or hairdressing 
services. Beauty and cosmetology schools are included in this industry. Beauty shops include 
beauty and barber shops (combined), beauty culture schools, beauty shops or salons, 
cosmetology shops or salons, facial salons, hairdressers, manicure and pedicure salons, and 
unisex hairdressers. This definition includes beauty shops which perform microblading and 
permanent makeup. 

Boardinghouse means a building other than a motel or hotel where, for compensation and by 
pre-arrangement for definite periods, meals or lodging are provided for three or more unrelated 
persons. 

Building means any structure, either temporary or permanent, having a roof and used or built 
for the shelter or enclosure of any person, animal, or property of any kind. When any portion 
thereof is completely separated from every other part thereof by area separation, each portion of 
such building shall be deemed as a separate building. 

Building, accessory means a subordinate building which is located on the same lot as the main 
building and the purpose of which is clearly incidental to that of the principal building. This 
definition includes, but is not limited to, structures such as sheds, gazebos, and residential 
greenhouses. This definition does not include accessory dwelling units. 

Building, principal means a building in which is conducted the main or principal use of the 
lot on which said building is situated.  

Building code means the Minnesota State Building Code as adopted by the city. 
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Building height means the vertical 
distance between the average grade level 
at the building line and the uppermost 
point on a flat roof, to the mean distance 
of the highest gable on a pitched, hip, or 
gambrel roof, to the deck line of a 
mansard roof, and to the uppermost 
point on all other roof types. 

 
Middle line on images for pitched/hip 
and gambrel roofs denotes mean 
distance. Image for reference only. 
Refer to city Code for complete 
definition. 

Building official means the officer 
or other designated authority, certified by the state, charged with the administration and 
enforcement of the Minnesota State Building Code, or his or her duly authorized representative. 

Building setback means the minimum horizontal distance between the building and the lot 
line. 

Building setback line means a line within a lot parallel to a public right-of-way line, a side or 
rear lot line, a bluff line, or a high waterhigh-water mark or line, behind which buildings or 
structures must be placed. 

Business means any occupation, employment, or enterprise wherein merchandise is 
exhibited or sold, or where services are offered for compensation. 

Cable and other pay television services means establishments primarily engaged in the 
dissemination of visual and textual television programs, on a subscription or fee basis. 
Establishments which are primarily engaged in cable casting and which also produce taped 
program materials are included. 

 Cannabis retail establishment means a cannabis business with a license or endorsement 
authorizing the retail sale of cannabis flower, cannabis plants, or cannabis products. 

Carport means an automobile shelter having one or more sides open. Carports can be attached to 
or detached from a primary or accessory building. 

Cellar means that portion of the building having more than one-half of the clear floor-to- 
ceiling height below the average grade of the adjoining ground. Underground buildings that meet 
all other requirements of the building code shall not be considered cellars. 

Church means a building, together with its accessory buildings and uses, where persons 
regularly assemble for religious worship and which building, together with its accessory 
buildings and uses, is maintained and controlled by a religious body organized to sustain public 
worship. 

Club or lodge means a nonprofit association of persons who are bona fide members paying 
annual dues, and the use of their premises being restricted to members and their guests. Serving 
of alcoholic beverages to members and their guests may be allowed providing such serving is 
secondary and incidental to the operation of a dining room for the purpose of serving food and 
meals. 



Commercial art services means establishments primarily engaged in providing commercial 
art or graphic design services for advertising agencies, publishers, and other business and 
industrial users. 

Commercial automobile repair means the replacement of any part or repair of any part 
which does not require the removal of the engine head or pan, engine, transmission, or 
differential; incidental body and fender work, minor painting and upholstering service when said 
service is applied to passenger automobiles and trucks not in excess of 7,000 pounds gross 
vehicle weight. 

Commercial food producing farm operations. See Farm, rural. 

Commercial photography services means establishments primarily engaged in providing 
commercial photography services for advertising agencies, publishers, and other business and 
industrial users. 

Commercial recreation means a bowling alley, cart track, jump center, golf, pool hall, vehicle 
racing or amusement, dance hall, skating, tavern, theater, firearms range and similar uses. 

Community means the City of Falcon Heights except as otherwise indicated. 

Comprehensive municipal plan means the policies, statements, goals, and interrelated plans 
for private and public land and water use, transportation and community facilities, including 
recommendations for planned execution, documented in texts, ordinance, code and maps, which 
constitute the guide for the future development of the community or any portion of community, 
as on file with the city planning commission. This shall include the city comprehensive plan and 
all subsequent amendments, additions, and elements developed as per requirements of the 
Metropolitan Land Planning Act (Minn. Stats. §§ 473.851—473.871) 

Computer programming, and data processing services means establishments primarily 
engaged in providing computer programming and data preparation and processing services. 
Establishments of this industry perform a variety of additional services, such as computer 
software design and analysis; modifications of custom software; and training in the use of 
custom software. Also included are application software programming, computer code authors, 
computer programs or systems software development (custom), computer software writers 
(freelance), software programming, calculating service, computer time-sharing, data entry, data 
processing, data verification, keypunch, leasing of computer time, optional scanning, rental of 
computer time, service bureaus (computer), and tabulating. 

Conditional use means a use which is generally appropriate in a specified zoning district but 
requires special planning considerations and, in certain instances, unusual and extraordinary 
limitations peculiar to the use for the protection of the public health, safety and welfare or the 
integrity of the Falcon Heights comprehensive plan. 

Condominium. See Dwelling, multiple or apartment building. 

Convenience store means a retail establishment that generally sells a limited range of food 
products, nonprescription drugs, candy and other perishable goods. This includes soda and 
similar beverage dispensing and food products, which can be heated and/or prepared on site. 

Council means the governing body of the City of Falcon Heights, Minnesota. 

  Curb level means the grade elevation of the curb in front of the center of the building. Where no 
curb has been established, the city engineer shall determine a curb level or its equivalent for the 
purpose of this chapter. 
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Dance studios, schools and halls means establishments primarily engaged in operating 
dance studios, schools, and public halls or ballrooms. 

Depth of lot means the horizontal distance between the frontage right-of-way line and rear 
lot line. On a corner lot, the side with the largest frontage is its depth, and the side with the lesser 
frontage is its width. 

Depth of rear yard means the horizontal distance between the rear building line and the rear 
lot line. 

Development means any manmade change to real estate, including but not limited to 
construction or reconstruction of buildings, installing manufactured homes or travel trailers, 
installing utilities, construction of roads or bridges, erection of levees, walls, or fences, drilling, 
mining, filling, dredging, and storage of materials. 

Disposal area, on-site sewage treatment means that ground within the confines of the lot 
that does not contain buildings and has an elevation of at least 80 inches above the highest 
known or calculated water table or bedrock formation; does not slope in excess of 13 percent; 
and meets the requirements of permeability as determined by the rate of water percolation in the 
soil. 

Dredging means the process by which soils or other surface materials, normally transported 
by surface water erosion into a body of water, are removed for the purpose of deepening the 
body of water. 

Drinking establishments, bars and taverns means establishments primarily engaged in the 
retail sale of alcoholic drinks, such as beer, ale, wine, and liquor, for consumption on the 
premises. 

Drive-in means any use where products and/or services are provided to the customer under 
conditions where the customer does not have to leave the car or where service to the automobile's 
occupants is offered regardless of whether service is also provided within a building. This shall 
include, but not necessarily be limited to, the following: car and truck wash, drive-in banking, 
restaurants where some or all customers may consume their food and/or beverages in an 
automobile, restaurants providing carryout or delivery service, service stations, parcel pick-up, 
and similar uses. 

Drive-through facility means the use of land, buildings or structures, or parts thereof, to 
provide or dispense products or services, either wholly or in part, through an attendant or 
window or automated machine, to persons remaining in motorized vehicles that are in a 
designated stacking lane. A drive-through facility may be permitted only as an accessory use in 
combination with a bank of financial institution. A drive-through facility does not include a 
vehicle washing facility, a vacuum cleaning station accessory to a vehicle washing facility, or an 
automobile/gasoline service station. 

Drugstores/pharmacies means establishments engaged in the retail sale of prescription 
drugs, proprietary drugs, and nonprescription medicines, and which may also carry a number of 
related lines, such as cosmetics, toiletries, tobacco, and novelty merchandise. These stores are 
included on the basis of their usual trade designation rather than on the stricter interpretation of 
commodities handled. This industry includes drugstores which also operate a soda fountain or 
lunch counter. 

Dwelling means a building or one or more portions thereof occupied or intended to be 
occupied exclusively for human habitation, but not including rooms in hotels, motels, nursing 
homes, boardinghouses, nor trailers, tents, cabins, or trailer coaches. (See also Dwelling unit.) 
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Dwelling, attached, means a dwelling that is joined to another dwelling at one or more sides 
by a party wall or wall. 

Dwelling, detached, means a dwelling that is not attached to any other dwelling, excluding 
accessory dwelling units.entirely surrounded by open space on the same 
lot. 

Dwelling, duplex or two-family, means a residential building containing two complete 
dwelling units. 

Dwelling, multifamily, means a residential building, or portion of a building, containing 
three or more dwelling units which may or may not be served by a common entrance. 

Dwelling, single-family, means a building designed for and occupied exclusively by one family. 
residential building containing one detached dwelling unit. 

Dwelling, townhouse, means a residential building containing two or more dwelling units 
with at least one common wall, each unit so oriented as to have all exits directly to the out-of- 
doors. 

Dwelling unit means a residential accommodation including complete kitchen and bathroom 
facilities, permanently installed, which is arranged, designed, used, or intended for use 
exclusively as living quarters for one family. 

Dwelling unit, accessory means a second dwelling unit contained within a single-family 
dwelling or within a detached building located on the same lot as a single-family dwelling. This 
definition includes accessory dwelling units constructed in connection with a private garage, a 
private garage converted into an accessory dwelling unit, or a newly constructed detached building 
located on the same lot as a single-family dwelling.  

Dwelling unit, attached. See accessory dwelling unit.  

Earth-sheltered buildings means any building constructed so that 50 percent or more of the 
exterior surface is covered or in contact with earth. Exterior surface includes all walls and roof, 
but excludes garages and other accessory buildings. Earth covering on walls is measured from 
the floor of the structure's lowest level. Earth covering on the roof must be at least 12 inches 
deep to be included in calculations of earth covering. Partially completed buildings shall not be 
considered earth-sheltered buildings. Earth-sheltered buildings are permitted by conditional use 
permit only. 

Eating establishments means establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of prepared 
food and drinks for on-premises or immediate consumption. Caterers and industrial and 
institutional food service establishments are also included in this industry. 

Educational institution means a college or university authorized by the state to award 
degrees. 

Electric vehicle means any vehicle that operates either partially or exclusively on electrical 
energy from an off-board source that is stored on board. 

Electric vehicle charger means battery charging equipment that has as its primary purpose 
the transfer of electric energy (by conductive or inductive means) to a battery or other energy 
storage device in an electric vehicle. 

Electric vehicle charger-private means an electric vehicle charger with restricted access to 
the public. 



Electric vehicle charger-public means an electric vehicle charger that is publicly available 
or available to visitors of the primary use. 

Electric vehicle supply equipment means any equipment or electric component used in 
charging electric vehicles at a specific location. 

Engineer means the City Engineer of Falcon Heights. 

Essential services (governmental uses, building, and storage) means governmental services 
such as office buildings, garages, temporary open space, open storage when not the principal use, 
fire and police stations, recreational areas, training centers, correctional facilities, or other 
essential uses proposed by federal, state, county, local, special districts, and school districts, 
except that schools shall not be permitted under this provision. 

Essential services (public utility uses) means underground or overhead gas, electrical, steam, 
or water distribution systems, collection, communication, supply, or disposal system including 
poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, 
traffic signals, hydrants, or other similar equipment and accessories; but not including buildings 
or transmission services. 

Essential services (public utility uses, transmission services, buildings and storage) means 
transmission service such as electrical power lines of a voltage of 35 kv or greater, or bulk gas or 
fuel being transferred from station to station and not intended for en route consumption or other 
similar equipment and accessories. 

Exterior storage (includes open storage) means the storage of goods, materials, equipment, 
manufactured products, and similar items not fully enclosed by a building. 

Family means an individual, or two or more persons each related by blood, marriage, 
domestic partnership, adoption, or foster care arrangement living together as a single 
housekeeping unit, or group of not more than four six persons not so related, maintaining a 
common household. 

Farm, rural (agriculture) means a rural farm is a commercial food-producing use on ten or 
more contiguous acres and as defined under a portion of the Minnesota Agricultural Property 
Tax Law (Minn. Stats. § 273.111). 

Farm, suburban (agriculture) means a suburban farm is a noncommercial food-producing 
use primarily intended for the use of the residents, and usually on less than ten contiguous acres. 
Suburban agricultural uses may include production of crops such as fruit trees, shrubs, plants, 
flowers, vegetables, and domestic pets. 

Farmer's’ market means an open-air public market at which vendors sell farm products 
directly to consumers. 

Feed lot means the place of housing or feeding of livestock or other animals for food, fur, 
pleasure, or resale purposes in yards, lots, pens, buildings, or other areas not normally used for 
pasture or crops and in which substantial amounts of manure or related other wastes may 
originate by reason of such feeding of animals. 

Fence means a partition, structure, wall, or gate erected as a dividing marker, visual or 
physical barrier, or enclosure. 

Fill means any act by which soil, earth, sand, gravel, rock, or any similar material is 
deposited, placed, pushed, or transported and shall include the conditions resulting therefrom. 
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Final plat means a drawing or map of an approved subdivision, meeting all requirements of 
the subdivision chapter, and in such form as required by the community for purposes of 
recording. 

Financial institution means a place of business where people store, borrow and exchange 
money including banks, trust companies, savings banks, savings and loan associations, credit 
unions, check cashing facilities, and loan and thrift companies. 

Firearm means any weapon (including starter gun) which will, can, or is designed to, or may 
readily be converted to expel any missile, projectile, bullet or other mass through a barrel by 
means of explosives or gas or air or electronic mechanism, and any frame, receiver, muffler or 
silencer of any such weapon, but excluding the following: children's toy guns, "BB" guns, 
antique firearms, scuba guns, medical instruments, industrial tools such as stud and nail guns and 
any replica of any firearm which replica cannot, is not designed to, and cannot be readily 
converted to, expel any missile, projectile, bullet or other mass through a barrel by any means. 

Firearm, antique means any firearms (including any firearm with a matchlock, flintlock, 
percussion cap, or similar type of ignition system) manufactured in or before 1898. 

Firearms dealer means a person who is federally licensed to sell firearms and operates a gun 
shop in which firearms are sold from a permanent business location or any person engaged in the 
business of repairing firearms or making or fitting special barrels, stocks or trigger mechanisms 
to firearms. 

Flood means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of 
normally dry land areas from overflow of inland or tidal waves, or the unusual and rapid 
accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 

Floodplain or flood prone area means any land area susceptible to being inundated by water 
from any source (see Flood). 

Flood-proofing means any combination of structural and nonstructural additions, changes or 
adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real 
property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents. 

Floor area means a gross area of the main floor of a residential building measured in square 
feet and not including an attached garage, carport, breezeway, or similar attachment. 

Floor area gross means the sum of the gross area of the various floors of a building 
measured in square feet. The basement floor area shall not be included unless such area 
constitutes a story. 

Floor area ratio means the numerical value obtained through dividing the gross floor area of 
a building by the net area of the lot or parcel of land on which such building are is located. 

Floor plan, general, means a graphic representation of the anticipated use of the floor area 
within a building or structure. 

Florists means establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of cut flowers and 
growing plants. This excludes retail nurseries and lawn and garden supply stores. 

Food stores means retail stores primarily engaged in selling food for home preparation and 
consumption. Included are grocery and convenience food stores, meat and fish markets, fruit and 
vegetable markets, candy, nut, and confectionery stores, dairy products stores, retail bakeries, 
retail coffee stores, spice and herb stores, retail water and mineral water stores, and vitamin food 
stores. 



Footing means the foundation below frost line as prescribed by the building code. 

Frontage means that boundary of a lot that abuts a public street or private road. 

Fuel dealers means establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of fuel oil, liquefied 
petroleum gas (bottle gas), and coal and wood dealers. 

Garage, private, means a detached accessory building or portion of the principal building, 
including a carport, which is used primarily for the storing of passenger vehicles, trailers, 
recreational vehicles, or farm trucks. 

Garage, public, means a building or portion of a building, where vehicles are kept for 
remuneration or hire and in which any sale of gasoline, oil, and accessories is only incidental to 
the principal use. 

Garment pressing, and agents for laundries and dry cleaners means establishments 
primarily engaged in providing laundry and dry cleaning services but which have the laundry and 
dry cleaning work done by others. Establishments in this industry may do their own pressing, 
finishing work, alterations and incidental repairs. 

Governing body means the city council of the City of Falcon Heights, Minnesota. 

Group home, large, means a state licensed residential facility serving from seven through 16 
persons or a licensed day care facility serving from 13 through 16 persons. 

Gun shop means a building or a portion of a building occupied by a firearms dealer that has 
devoted some portion of its floor area to the sale of firearms or ammunition. 

Hardware stores means establishments primarily engaged in the retail sale of a number of 
basic hardware lines, such as tools, builders' hardware, paint and glass, housewares and 
household appliances, and cutlery. 

Health care, offices and clinics means establishments of health practitioners engaged in 
furnishing medical, surgical and other health services to persons, but does not include inpatient 
health care services. Included are individual practitioners, group clinics in which a group of 
practitioners are associated for the purpose of carrying on their profession, and clinic which 
provide the same services through practitioners that are employees. Practitioners may or may not 
be licensed or certified, depending on state law. 

Home furnishing; appliance and equipment stores means retail stores selling goods used for 
furnishing the home such as furniture, floor coverings, draperies, glass and chinaware, domestic 
stoves, refrigerators, other household electrical and gas appliances, radios, televisions, computers 
and software, consumer electronics, prerecorded audio and video tapes and discs, music, and 
musical instruments. Establishments selling electrical and gas appliances are included in this 
group only if the major part of their sales consists of articles for home use. 

Home occupation means an occupation carried on in a dwelling unit by the resident thereof, 
provided that the use is limited in extent and incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling 
unit for residential purposes and does not change the character thereof.  

Hotels and motels means commercial establishments, known to the public as hotels, motor 
hotels, motels, or tourist courts, primarily engaged in providing lodging, or loading and meals, 
for the general public. Hotels which are operated by membership organizations and open to the 
general public are included in this industry. Also included are auto courts, bed and breakfast 
inns, cabins and cottages, casino hotels, hostels, hotels (except residential), inns (furnishing food 
and lodging), motels, recreational hotels, resort hotels, seasonal hotels, ski lodges and resorts, 



tourist cabins, and tourist courts. 

Institutional housing means housing for students, nurses, the mentally ill, infirm, elderly, 
physically retarded, and similar housing of a specialized nature. 

Impervious surface means a surface consisting of asphalt, concrete, roofing material, brick, 
paving block, plastic, or other similar material which does not readily absorb water.  

Junkyard means an area where discarded or salvaged materials are bought, sold, exchanged, 
stored, baled, cleaned, packed, dissembled, or handled, including but not limited to scrap iron 
and other metals, papers, rags, rubber products, bottles, and used building materials. Storage of 
such material in conjunction with a permitted manufacturing process when within an enclosed 
area or building shall not be included. 

Kennel, commercial, means any place where four or more of any type of domestic pets, over 
four months of age, are boarded, bred, trained, or offered for sale. 

Kennel, private, means any place where four or more of any type of domestic pets, over four 
months of age, are owned by any member or members of the household. 

Land alteration means the excavation or grading of land involving movement of earth and 
materials in excess of 100 cubic yards. 

Land reclamation means the reclaiming of land by depositing material so as to elevate the 
grade or depositing of a total of more than 50 cubic yards of material per lot or parcel, either by 
hauling in or regrading the area. 

Landscaping means planting trees, shrubs, and turf such as grasses and shrubs. 

Laundries, power, means establishments primarily engaged in opening mechanical laundries 
with steam or other power. Included are family and commercial power laundries, and laundry 
collecting and distributing outlets operated by power laundries. 

Laundromats, self-serve, means establishments primarily engaged in the operation of coin- 
operated or similar self-service laundry and dry cleaning equipment for use on the premises, or in 
apartments, dormitories, and similar locations. 

Laundry and garment services means establishments primarily engaged in furnishing 
laundry and garment services such as the repair, alteration, and storage of clothes for individuals 
and for the operation of hand laundries. Included are diaper services and dressmaking services. 

Loading space means a space, accessible from a street, alley, or way, in or outside of a 
building, for the use of trucks while loading and unloading merchandise or materials. 

Lodging room means a room rented as sleeping and living quarters, but without cooking 
facilities. In a suite of rooms without cooking facilities, each room which provides sleeping 
accommodations shall be counted as one lodging room. 

Lot means a parcel of land designated by metes and bounds, registered land survey, plat, or 
other means, and which description is either recorded in the office of the county recorder or 
registrar of titles or used by the county treasurer or county assessor to separate such parcel from 
other lands for tax purposes. The word "lot" shall include the words "piece," "parcel," and 
"plots;" the word "building" includes all other structures of every kind regardless of similarity to 
buildings; and the phrase "used for" shall include the phrases "arranged for," "designed for," 
"intended for," "maintained for," and "occupied for." 

Lot area means the area of the horizontal plane within the lot lines. 
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Lot area, minimum per dwelling unit means the minimum number of square feet or acres of 
lot area required per dwelling unit. 

Lot, buildable, means a lot which meets or exceeds all requirements of the city land use and 
development ordinances without the necessity necessary variances. 

Lot, corner, means a lot situated at the junction of, and abutting on two or more intersecting 
streets; or a lot at the point of a deflection in alignment of a single street, the interior angle of 
which does not exceed 135 degrees. 

Lot depth means the mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lines of a lot. 

Lot, interior, means a lot other than a corner lot, including through lots. 

Lot line means the property line bounding a lot except that where any portion of a lot 
extends into a public right-of-way or a proposed public right-of-way, the line of such public 
right-of-way shall be the lot line. 

Lot line, front, means that boundary of a lot which abuts a public street or a private road. In 
the case of a corner lot, it shall be the shortest dimension of a public street. If the dimensions of a 
corner lot are equal, the front lot line shall be designated by the owner. In the case of a corner lot 
in a nonresidential area, the lot shall be deemed to have frontage on both streets. 

Lot line, rear, means that boundary of a lot which is opposite to the front lot line. If the rear 
lot line is less than ten feet in length, or if the lot forms a point at the rear, the rear lot line shall 
be a line ten feet in length within the lot, parallel to, and at the maximum distance from the front 
lot line. 

Lot line, side, means any boundary of a lot which is not a front lot line or a rear lot line. 

Lot, through and double frontage mean: 

(1)  Any lot other than a corner lot which abuts more than one street. On a through lot, all 
the street lines shall be considered the front lines for applying this chapter; or 

(2)  A lake or stream frontage lot having a public road as one lot line and a water body at 
the opposite lot line. 

Lot width means the horizontal distance between the side lot lines of a lot measured at the 
setback line. 

Lower-potency hemp edible retailer has the meaning as established in Minnesota Statutes 
Chapter 342, as amended. 

Mailing services means establishments primarily engaged in furnishing services for direct 
mail advertising, such as creating, producing, and mailing of direct mail advertising. This 
industry also includes establishments primarily engaged in compiling and selling mailing lists. 

Major automobile repair means rebuilding, overhauling, or reconditioning of engines, motor 
vehicles or trailers including body, frame or fender straightening or repair, painting, and vehicle 
cleaning by steam or automatic car washing devices. 

Manufacturing, general, means all manufacturing, pounding, processing, packaging, 
treatment, or assembly of goods or materials which involve a risk of offensive or dangerous 
noise, odor, or pollution beyond the lot on which the use is located. Such uses include, but are 
not limited to, the following: sawmill; refineries; commercial feedlots; acid; cement; explosives; 
flour, feed, and grain milling or storage; meat packing, slaughterhouses; coal or tar asphalt 



distillation; rendering of fat, grease, lard, or tallow; alcoholic beverages; poisons; exterminating 
agents; glue; lime; gypsum; plaster of Paris; tanneries; automobile parts; paper and paper 
products including storage; electric power generation facilities; vinegar works; junkyards; auto 
reduction yards; foundry; forge; casting of metal products; rock, stone, cement products, poultry 
keeping, processing and slaughter. 

Manufactured home means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built 
on a permanent chassis and is designated for use with or without a permanent foundation when 
attached to the required utilities. 

Manufacturing, limited, means all compounding, processing, packaging treatment, or 
assembly of goods and materials, provided such use will not involve the risk of offensive odors, 
glare, smoke, dust, noise, vibrations, or other pollution extending beyond the lot on which the 
use is located. Such uses include, but are not limited to, the following: lumberyards, machine 
shops, products assembly, sheet metal shops, plastics, electronics, general vehicle repair (repair 
garage), body work and painting, contractor shops and storage yard, food and nonalcoholic 
beverages, signs and displays, printing, publishing, fabricated metal parts, appliances, clothing, 
textiles, and used auto parts. 

Manure means any solid or liquid containing animal excreta. 

Massage means any method of pressure on, or friction against, or the rubbing, stroking, 
kneading, tapping, pounding, vibrating, stimulating, or rolling of the external parts of the human 
body with the hands or with the aid of any mechanical or electrical apparatus, or other appliances 
or devices, with or without such supplementary aids as rubbing alcohol, liniment, antiseptic, oil, 
powder, cream, lotion, ointment, or other similar preparations. 

Measured distances means the nearest foot. If a fraction is one-half foot or less, the "integral 
foot" next below shall be taken. 

Medical uses means those uses concerned with the diagnosis, treatment, and care of human 
beings. These include: hospitals, dental services, medical services or clinic, nursing or 
convalescent home, orphan's home, rest home, and sanitarium. 

Minor automobile repair means common maintenance including oil and filter change; 
battery or tire change; mounting of tires on rims; auto tune-up; replacing car lights, antifreeze, 
hoses, thermostats, manifolds and pipes. 

Miscellaneous retail establishments means retail establishments which fall into the 
following categories: drugstores, liquor stores, used merchandise stores (including antiques), 
miscellaneous shopping goods stores (sporting goods and bicycles, books, stationary, jewelry, 
hobby and toys, camera and photographic supplies, gift and novelty, luggage and leather, and 
sewing), nonstore retailers (catalog and mail order houses, automatic merchandising machine 
operators, and direct selling establishments), florists, tobacco stores and stands, news dealers and 
newsstands, optical goods stores and other miscellaneous retail establishments. 

Mixed-use development means a tract of land, building, or structure developed for two or 
more different uses such as, but not limited to, residential, office, manufacturing, retail, or 
entertainment.  

Mobile home means a single-family detached dwelling unit designed for year-round 
occupancy, constructed at a factory or assembly plant and drawn to the site on a permanently 
attached undercarriage and wheels. "Mobile home" shall not include "trailer (recreational 
vehicle)," nor shall it include modular or prefabricated dwelling units which meet or exceed the 
requirements of the Minnesota Building Code. 



Mobile home park means any site or tract of land designed, maintained or intended for the 
placement of two or more occupied mobile homes. "Mobile home park" shall include any 
building, structure, vehicle, or enclosure intended for use as part of the equipment of such mobile 
home park. 

Mobile storage structures means any assembly of materials which is so designed, 
constructed or reconstructed to make it portable and capable of movement from one site to 
another, designed to be used without a permanent foundation, designed with the purpose of 
storing tangible property and not for occupancy by persons. 

Modular or prefabricated home means a nonmobile dwelling unit for year-round building 
site where final installations are made permanently affixing the dwelling unit to the site. Said 
dwelling unit shall be equivalent to a unit constructed on the site, meeting all requirements of the 
Minnesota Building Code. The term includes "manufactured" homes built in conformance to 
Minn. Stats. §§ 327.31—327.33. 

Motion picture theaters means commercially operated theaters primarily engaged in the 
indoor exhibition of motion pictures. 

Motor courts, motor hotel or motel means a building or group of buildings other than a hotel 
used primarily as a temporary residence of a motorist. 

Municipality means the City of Falcon Heights. 

New construction means, for the purposes of determining insurance rates, structures for 
which the "start of construction" commenced on or after the effective date of an initial FIRM 
(flood insurance rate map) or after December 31, 1974, whichever is later, and includes any 
subsequent improvements to such structures. For floodplain management purposes, new 
construction means structures for which the start of construction commenced on or after the 
effective date of a floodplain management regulation adopted by a community and includes any 
subsequent improvements to such structures. 

Nit means a unit of measurement for luminance. The total amount of light emitted from a 
sign divided by the surface area of the sign (candelas per square meter). 

Noise, ambient, means the all-encompassing noise associated with a given environment, 
being either a composite of sounds transmitted by any means from many sources near and far or 
a single predominant source. 

Nominal five-acre parcel means a five-acre parcel not reduced by more than ten percent due 
to road right-of-way dedication. 

Nonconforming use or lot means any legal use or lot already in existence, recorded or 
authorized before the adoption of official controls or amendments thereto that would not have 
been permitted to become established under the terms of the official controls as now written. 

Nudity means the showing of the human male or female genitals, pubic area or buttocks with 
less than a fully opaque covering, or the showing of the female breast with less than a fully 
opaque covering of any portion thereof below the top of the nipple, or the depiction of covered 
male genitals in a discernibly turgid state. 

Nursery, day, means a use where care is provided for three or more children under 
kindergarten age for periods of four hours or more per day for pay. 

Nursery, landscape, means a business growing and selling trees, flowering and decorative 
plants, and shrubs which may be conducted within a building or without (commercial 



production). 

Nursing home means a building with facilities for the care of children, the aged, infirm, or 
place of rest for those suffering bodily disorder. Said nursing homeNursing homes shall be 
licensed by the state as provided by law. 

Office uses means those commercial activities that take place in office buildings, where 
goods are not produced, sold, or repaired, including, but not limited to, banks, professional 
offices, governmental offices, insurance offices, real estate offices, telephone exchanges, utility 
offices, radio broadcasting, and similar uses. 

Official control means legislatively defined and enacted policies, standards, precise detailed 
maps, and other criteria, all of which control the physical development of a municipality or a 
county, or any part thereof, or any detail thereof, and the means of translating into ordinances all 
or any part of the general objectives of the comprehensive municipal plan. Such official controls 
may include, but are not limited to, ordinances or the code establishing zoning, subdivision 
controls, site plan regulations, sanitary codes, building codes, housing codes, and official maps. 

Official map means a map adopted in accordance with the provisions of Minn. Stats. § 
462.59. 

Open sales lots means lands devoted to the display of goods for sale, rent, lease, or trade, 
where such goods are not enclosed within a building. 

Open storage means storage of any material outside of a building. 

Outdoor means activity conducted outside of a permanent structure or building. 

Owner means all persons with an interest in a property as fee simple owner, life estate 
holder, encumbrancer, or otherwise. 

Paint, glass, and wallpaper stores, retail, means establishments engaged in selling primarily 
paint, glass, and wallpaper, or any combination of these lines, to the general public. While these 
establishments may sell primarily to construction contractors, they are known as retail in the 
trade. Establishments which do not sell to the general public or who are known in the trade as 
wholesale are excluded. 

Parking space means a suitably surfaced and permanently maintained area on privately 
owned property either within or outside of a building of sufficient size to store one standard 
automobile. 

Pawn shop, defined but not allowed in any district. A  means a business which loans money 
on deposit or pledge of personal property, or other valuable thing, or which deals in the 
purchasing of personal property or other valuable thing on condition of selling the same back 
again at a stipulated price, or which loans money secured by chattel mortgage on personal 
property, taking possession of the property or any part thereof so mortgaged. 

Pedestrian way means a public or private right-of-way across or within a block or tract, to 
be used by pedestrians. 

Performance standards means the minimum development standards as adopted by the 
governing body and on file in the office of the zoning administrator. 

Permeable pavement means alternative materials, including pervious asphalt, pervious 
concrete, interlocking pavers, and plastic grid pavers, which allow rain and snowmelt to seep 
through the surface down to underlying layers of soil and gravel to assist in reducing stormwater 
runoff and filtering out pollutants.  



Person means any person, association, partnership, firm, business trust, corporation or 
company. 

Personal wireless services means commercial mobile services, unlicensed wireless services, 
and common carrier wireless exchange services. 

Photocopying and duplicating services means establishments primarily engaged in 
reproducing text, drawings, plans, maps, or other copy, by blueprinting, photocopying, 
mimeographing, or other methods of duplication other than printing or microfilming. 

Photographic studios, portrait, means establishments primarily engaged in still or video 
portrait photography for the general public. 

Photovoltaic system means an active solar energy system that converts solar energy directly 
into electricity. 

Planning commission means the duly appointed planning commission of the city. 

Porch means a roofed, open area attached to a building with direct access to and from the 
building to which it is attached. 

Precious metal dealer means any person, who, either as principal or agent, engages in the 
business of buying coins or secondhand items containing precious metal, including, but not 
limited to, jewelry, watches, eating utensils, candlesticks, and religious and decorative objects; 
excluding businesses which deal only in coins and not other precious metals. 

Precious metal item means an item made in whole or in part of metal and containing more 
than one percent by weight of silver, gold or platinum. 

Precious metals means silver, gold, and platinum. 

Principal structure or use means one which determines the predominant use as contrasted to 
accessory use or structure. 

Proprietary school means any private business, trade, or correspondence school operated for 
a profit or charging tuition that is licensed by the state under Minn. Stats. ch. 141. 

Protective or restrictive covenant means a contract entered into between private parties 
which constitutes a restriction of the use of a particular parcel of property. 

Public land means land owned and/or operated by a governmental unit, including school and 
other special districts. 

Public utility means persons, corporations, or governments supplying gas, electric, 
transportation, water, sewer, or landline telephone service to the general public. For the purpose 
of this chapter, personal wireless services shall not be considered public utility uses, and are 
defined separately. 

Radio broadcasting stations means establishments primarily engaged in broadcasting aural 
programs by radio to the public. Included in this industry are commercial religious, educational, 
and other radio stations. Also included are establishments primarily engaged in radio 
broadcasting and which produce radio program materials. 

Recreation equipment means play apparatus such as swing sets and slides, sandboxes, poles 
for nets, unoccupied boats and trailers not exceeding 25 feet in length, picnic tables, lawn chairs, 
barbecue stands and similar equipment or structures, but not including tree houses, swimming 
pools, playhouses exceeding 25 square feet in floor area, or sheds utilized for storage of 
equipment. 
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Recreational vehicle means any vehicle or structure designed and used for temporary, 
seasonal human living quarters which meets all of the following qualifications: 

(1) It is not used as the permanent residence of the owner or occupant; 

(2)  It is used for temporary living quarters by the owner or occupant while engaged in 
recreation or vacation activities; 

(3)  It is towed or self-propelled on public streets or highways incidental to such recreation 
or vacation activities; 

(4)  Examples of such vehicles include van campers, tent camping trailers, self-contained 
travel trailers, pick-up campers, camping buses, and self-contained self-propelled truck 
chassis mounted vehicles providing living accommodations. 

Renewable energy easement means an easement that limits the height or location, or both, of 
permissible development on the burdened land in terms of a structure or vegetation, or both, for 
the purpose of providing access for the benefited land to wind or sunlight passing over the 
burdened land. 

Renewable energy system means a solar energy or wind energy system. Passive systems that 
serve dual functions, such as greenhouses or windows, are not considered renewable energy 
systems. 

Research laboratory means an establishment or other facility for carrying on an 
investigation in the natural, physical, or social sciences, which may include engineering and 
product development. This definition does not include research laboratories operated by a school 
or educational institution. Research laboratories owned or operated by schools or educational 
institutions shall be defined as schools. 

Retail business uses means stores and shops selling personal carriers or goods over a 
counter. 

Right-of-way means an area dedicated to public use for pedestrian and vehicular 
movement and other uses, including but not limited to, public utilities, curbs, lawn strips, 
sidewalks, boulevard trees, and lighting. 

Roadside sales stand means a structure used only for the display and sale of products with 
no space for customers within the structure, on a seasonal basis. 

Roof pitch means the final exterior slope of a building roof typically, but not exclusively, 
expressed as a ratio of the distance, in inches, of vertical "rise" to the distance, in inches, of 
horizontal "run," such as 3:12, 9:12, 12:12. 

Sadomasochistic abuse means flagellation or torture by or upon a person clad in 
undergarments, a mask or bizarre costume, or the condition of being fettered, bound or otherwise 
physically restrained on the part of one so clothed. 

Sale, garage, means a sale of used household and personal items conducted on residential 
premises, where the property sold consists of items owned by the occupant of the premises at 
which the sale takes place, or by friends of such occupant, and where the sale is conducted by 
such occupant or friends. Items for sale shall not have been purchased for resale or received on 
consignment for the purpose of resale. 

Sale, residential boutique means the sale of handcrafted items conducted on residential 
premises, where the items sold are made by the occupant of the premises at which the sale takes 
place, or by friends of such occupant, and where the sale is conducted by said occupant or 



friends of such occupant. Items for sale shall be made in the home and not purchased for resale 
from any retail or wholesale business source nor received on consignment for the purpose of 
resale. 

Sale, sidewalk, means the selling of goods by a business proprietor just outside of the public 
customer entrance of the proprietor's business where the merchandise sold outside is similar to 
what is ordinarily sold inside the abutting business and the sales are managed and operated by 
the abutting business proprietor. 

School means a building used for the purpose of elementary, middle (junior high) or 
secondary (high school) education, public or private, which meets all the requirements of 
compulsory education laws of the state. 

School (, proprietary) means any private business, trade or correspondence operated for a 
profit or charging tuition that is licensed by the state under Minn. Stats. ch. 141. 

Screening means earth mounds, berms or ground forms; fences and walls; landscaping (plant 
materials) or landscaped fixtures (such as timbers); used in combination or singularly, as to block 
direct visual access to an object throughout the year. Approval by the city council of all site and 
construction plans prior to development of construction or installation of any screening is 
required. 

Secondhand goods store means any store engaged in the business of selling or receiving 
tangible personal property which has been previously used, rented, owned or leased, but 
excluding stores which engage in the sale of any used: automobiles; electronic equipment such as 
stereos, cameras, computers, televisions, audio and video equipment, and similar equipment or 
appliances; jewelry and precious gems; or guns. Stores which engage in any pawning activity 
whatsoever fall within the definition of "pawn shop" and shall not be included within the 
definition of "secondhand goods store." 

Secretarial and stenographic services means establishments primarily engaged furnishing 
secretarial, typing, word processing, resume writing, and court reporting services. This category 
also includes the services of editing, letter writing, and proofreading. 

Setback yard means the minimum horizontal distance between a structure and street right- 
of-way, lot line, or other reference point as provided by ordinance. Distances are to be measured 
perpendicularly from the property line to the most outwardly extended portion of the structure. 

Sexual conduct means acts of masturbation, homosexuality, sexual intercourse, or physical 
contact with a person's unclothed genitals, pubic area, buttocks or, if such person is a female, her 
breast. 

Sexual excitement means the condition of human male or female genitals when in a state of 
sexual stimulation or arousal. 

Shooting gallery means a covered shooting range equipped with targets for practice with 
firearms. 

Shopping center means any grouping of two or more principal retail uses whether on a 
single lot or on abutting lots under multiple or single ownership. 

Sign means a display, illustration, structure, or device which directs attention to an object, 
product, place, activity, person, institution, organization, or business. 

(1)  Sign, advertising. A sign that directs attention to a business or profession or 
commodity, service, or entertainment not sold or offered upon the premises, where such 
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sign is located or to which it is attached. 

(2)  Sign area. The entire area within the continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme 
limits of such sign. However, such perimeter shall not include any structural elements 
lying outside of such sign and not forming an integral part of border of the sign. The 
maximum square footage of multifaced signs shall not exceed two times the allowed 
square footage of a single-faced sign. 

(3)  Sign, business. A sign that directs attention to a business or profession or to the 
commodity, service, or entertainment sold or offered upon the premises where such sign 
is located or to which it is attached. 

(4) Sign, courtesy bench. A sign which is affixed to a courtesy bench or shelter. 

(5)  Sign, dynamic display. Any characteristics of a sign that appear to have movement or 
that appear to change, caused by any method other than physically removing and 
replacing the sign or its components, whether the apparent movement or change is in 
the display, the sign structure or any other component of the sign. This includes displays 
that incorporate technology or methods allowing the sign face to change the image 
without having to physically or mechanically replace the sign face or its components as 
well as any rotating, revolving, moving, flashing, blinking or animated display and any 
display that incorporates rotating panels, LED lights manipulated through digital input, 
digital ink or any other method or technology that allows the sign face to present a 
series of images or displays. 

(6)  Sign, flashing. An illuminated sign which has a light source not constant in intensity or 
color at all times while such sign is in use. 

(7)  Sign, ground. A sign which is supported by one or more uprights, poles, or braces in 
or upon the ground. 

(8)  Sign, identification. A sign which identifies the inhabitant of the dwelling or occupant 
of a building. 

(9) Sign, illuminated. A sign which is lighted with an artificial light source. 

(10)  Sign, motion. A sign that has moving parts or signs which produce moving effects 
through the use of illumination. 

(11)  Sign, nameplate. A sign which states the name and/or address of the business, 
industry, or occupant of the site and is attached to said building or site. 

(12)  Sign, pedestal. A ground sign usually erected on one central shaft or post which is 
solidly affixed to the ground. 

(13) Sign, permanent. Any sign on a lot or parcel of land more than 365 consecutive days. 

(14)  Sign, real estate. A sign offering property (land and/or buildings) for sale, lease, or 
rent. 

(15) Sign, roof. A sign erected upon or above a roof or parapet of a building. 

(16)  Sign, shopping center or industrial park. A business sign designating a group of 
shops or offices (more than three). 

(17) Sign, structure. The supports, uprights, braces, and framework of the sign. 

(18)  Sign, temporary or seasonal. A sign placed on a lot or parcel of land for a period not 
to exceed 90 days out of any 12-month period. 



(19)  Sign, wall. A sign attached to or erected against the wall of a building with the 
exposed face of the sign a plane parallel to the plane of said wall. 

(20)  Sign, warning. A sign which warns the public of a danger, or hazard in the immediate 
vicinity and is obviously not intended for advertising purposes. 

Solar means rays from the sun. 

Solar access means a view of the sun, from any point on the collector surface, that is not 
obscured by any vegetation, building, or object located on parcels of land other than the parcel 
upon which the solar collector is located, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Standard 
time on any day of the year. 

Solar collector means a device, structure or a part of a device or structure for which the 
primary purpose is to transform solar radiant energy into thermal, mechanical, chemical, or 
electrical energy. 

Solar collector surface means any part of a solar collector that absorbs solar energy for use 
in the collector's energy transformation process. Collector surface does not include frames, 
supports and mounting hardware. 

Solar daylighting means a device specifically designed to capture and redirect the visible 
portion of the solar spectrum, while controlling the infrared portion, for use in illuminating 
interior building spaces in lieu of artificial lighting. 

Solar energy means radiant energy received from the sun that can be collected in the form of 
heat or light by a solar collector. 

Solar energy device means a system or series of mechanisms designed primarily to provide 
heating, to provide cooling, to produce electrical power, to produce mechanical power, to 
provide solar daylighting or to provide any combination of the foregoing by means of collecting 
and transferring solar generated energy into such uses either by active or passive means. Such 
systems may also have the capability of storing such energy for future utilization. Passive solar 
systems shall clearly be designed as a solar energy device such as a trombe wall and not merely a 
part of a normal structure such as a window. 

Solar energy easement See "renewable energy easement." 

Solar energy system means a device or structural design feature, a substantial purpose of 
which is to provide daylight for interior lighting or provide for the collection, storage and 
distribution of solar energy for space heating or cooling, electricity generating, or water heating. 

Solar heat exchanger means a component of a solar energy device that is used to transfer 
heat from one substance to another, either liquid or gas. 

Solar hot water system means a system that includes a solar collector and a heat exchanger 
that heats or preheats water for building heating systems or other hot water needs, including 
residential domestic hot water and hot water for commercial processes. 

Solar mounting devices means devices that allow the mounting of a solar collector onto a 
roof surface or the ground. 

Solar storage unit means a component of a solar energy device that is used to store solar 
generated electricity or heat for later use. 

Solar system, active means a solar energy system that transforms solar energy into another 
form of energy or transfers heat from a collector to another medium using mechanical, electrical, 
or chemical means. 



Solar system, building-integrated means an active solar system that is an integral part of a 
principal or accessory building, rather than a separate mechanical device, replacing or 
substituting for an architectural or structural component of the building. Building-integrated 
systems include, but are not limited to, photovoltaic or hot water solar systems that are contained 
within roofing materials, windows, skylights, and awnings. 

Solar system, grid-intertie means a photovoltaic solar system that is connected to an electric 
circuit served by an electric utility company. 

Solar system, off-grid means a photovoltaic solar system in which the circuits energized by 
the solar system are not electrically connected in any way to electric circuits that are served by 
an electric utility company. 

Solar system, passive means a solar energy system that captures solar light or heat without 
transforming it to another form of energy or transferring the energy via a heat exchanger. 

Special event means any temporary, outdoor privately-sponsored event open to the general 
public and held on privately owned property. Special events include cannabis events licensed 
under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 342 regardless of size, but do not include: 

(1) Any permanent place of worship, stadium, athletic field, arena, theatre, auditorium; 

(2)  Any event conducted on the campus of the University of Minnesota or the grounds of 
the Minnesota State Fair; 

(3) Special events or activities sponsored by the city; 

(4)  Family gatherings, including family reunions, graduation parties, baptisms, 
confirmations, weddings, wedding receptions, funerals and funeral processions; 

(5) Garage sales and residential boutique sales as regulated in section 113-174; 

(6) Block parties and neighborhood meetings; 

(7)  Any event attended by fewer than 150 persons at one time which does not require any 
special services and does not involve the sale of alcohol; 

(8)  Any event that is otherwise regulated by the city through the use of another regulatory 
manner, such as an interim use permit or conditional use permit; and 

(9)  The use of traditional public forums as alternative channels of communication by the 
public, provided that such use is for the free exercise of constitutionally protected 
activities and does not disrupt or interfere with traffic on public streets or the use of 
public places by other members of the public. 

Special flood hazard area means the land in the floodplain within a community subject to a 
one percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. The area may be designated as zone 
A on the FHBM (Flood Hazard Boundary Map). After detailed ratemaking has been completed 
in preparation for publication of the flood insurance rate map, zone A usually is refined into 
zones A, AO, AH, A1—30, AE, A99, AR, AR/A1—30, AR/AE, AR/AO, AR/AH, AR/A, VO, 
or V1—30, VE, or V. For purposes of these regulations, the term "special flood hazard area" is 
synonymous in meaning with the phrase "area of special flood hazard." 

Special services means the exclusive allocation of city resources, including, but not limited 
to, city personnel, equipment, rights-of-way, property or facilities for use in conjunction with a 
specific event or activity, as requested by the host or sponsor of the event, or as requested by or 
on behalf of any person attending the event, or deemed necessary by city staff in order to 
maintain public safety. Special services shall include, but not be limited to, any of the following: 




































































































































































































































































